JyiALCOLM W. J^LEIN
INTRODUCTION
1  have been asked to comment on the appropriateness of early sanctions for deterring juveniles from further delinquent behavior.! This is a subject that has not heretofore received much careful attention, surprising as this may seem. This paper attempts only to commit to writing some matters that should be considered in any endeavor to derive policy concerning the early sanctioning of juvenile offenders. Thus it does not consider such questions as what behaviors should be deterred, treated, or normalized; whether juveniles are competent enough to be handled as adults in the justice system; or whether the juvenile justice system should be legalistic or paternalistic. The charge, to comment on early sanctioning, is a narrow one.
Further, the paper does not provide an extensive literature search or a survey of the opinions of experts in the field.2 Rather, it is merely a begin-
*The focus here is on negative sanctions, not on the more general issues of intervention, broadly conceived.
2 This paper has had the advantage of critical reading and suggestions from Margo Gordon, Margaret Little, Carol A. B. Warren, Herbert Quay, and Sarnoff Mednick.
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